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“This is serious -- there’s bleeding on Emma’s 
brain. She needs surgery immediately.”  The  
doctor’s words were grave. “We need to 
get her to Denver Children’s or Memorial 
Central.” 

Based on Emma’s rapid decline, the 
Memorial North ER doctor chose 
Memorial Central.  An ambulance was 
ready to transport Emma when urgency 
required she instead board Memorial’s Star 
Helicopter.  Mere minutes mattered. 

Driving over quickly, Emma’s parents, 
Brian and Carol, learned the neurosurgeon 
and his team were prepped and ready for 
Emma’s surgery.
It all started as a typical Sunday morning.  
Emma and her family were getting ready 
for church. At 13, Emma was particularly 
excited, as she was scheduled to volunteer in 
the church nursery. Her simple last minute 
trip downstairs to brush her teeth changed 
everything -- when she simply tripped.

Hearing the fall, Carol was immediately 
with Emma. Lying very still, Emma said, 

“My elbow really hurts.” Brian helped get 
his daughter to the couch. Conscious and 
aware, it was during their initial assessment 
when Emma said, “I have a really bad 
headache.”

Brian’s concern grew when he felt the large 
bump on the side of his daughter’s head. 
Checking her pupils, Brian said, “Honey, 
let me know if you feel like you have to 
throw up.” Emma was nauseous and soon 
vomited.  As a C-130 Navigator with the 
USAF and a lifelong educator, Brian and 
Carol knew they had to get Emma to the 
emergency room.  Memorial North is just 
15 minutes from their home.  On the way, 
Emma grew pale.  Quietly, she said, "I feel 
tired."

Per the CT scan, Emma’s fall caused a skull 
fracture with an epidural hematoma arterial 
bleed. Emma’s parents were nervous.  
EVERYTHING had changed so quickly. 

Emma remembers feeling scared as she 
was about to be loaded on the helicopter.  
Searching her 
parent’s eyes, 
she asked, “...
am I”… “Am 
I..... going to 
..... be OK?” 
Wanting to 
be strong for 
their girl, 
they assured 
her she would 
be alright.

Arriving at Memorial Central, Brian and 
Carol met neurosurgeon, Dr. McVicker, 
whose words were brief:  “There’s no time 
for consent or 2nd opinions. The bleed has 
been and will continue to spread very quickly.

Welcome Bags 
& Planned
Giving10

Emma's Story

photo by Chris Gosnell
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Can you believe it?  February 14th marked 30 years of 
providing services to critically ill children and their families.  
For three decades now, we have fulfilled our mission of 
“lifting children and families in need to a better tomorrow” 
by keeping families close.  
And, we could not have done it on our own!  Our heartfelt 
thanks to Dr. John Genrich, a visionary, whose dream for 
a home-like environment where families could stay - just 
steps away from their seriously ill children - became a reality.  
Thanks, in part, with the support of torchbearers from 
McDonald's, the Junior League, Memorial Hospital and 

our generous community, our House at 311 North Logan Avenue opened its doors on 
February 14, 1987.  It quickly became known as “The House that Love Built”.  
Since 1987, there have been plenty of changes.  To best utilize space, our House has 
gone through several remodels and renovations, ensuring the 10,000+ families who have 
stayed with us had private bedrooms, comfortable shared common spaces, functional, 
up-to-date kitchens and lovely grounds.   With the dedication of the Healing Garden 
in 2009, families have loved our beautiful and inviting  spaces.
It’s hasn’t only been our 6,500 square foot House that has changed - starting in 2008, 
the Board of Directors  agreed that RMHCSC needed to expand program to meet the 
growing, unmet challenges faced by those living in Southern Colorado. With strong 
partnerships in the medical community, we opened the first Ronald McDonald Family 
Room in the state of Colorado.  Soon, the second and third were opened.  Serving 
as respites within the hospital walls, the Family Rooms are located in UC Health - 
Memorial Hospital Central, St. Francis Medical Center (which includes two sleeping 
rooms) and the outpatient clinic with Children’s Hospital Colorado.
In 2009, in partnership with Peak Vista Community Health Centers, the Ronald 
McDonald Care Mobile Program came to town. Now, uninsured and underinsured 
children living in eight counties along the Front Range have access to needed medical 
and dental care.  
And, now, I’m thrilled to report there are BIG CHANGES on the horizon.  These 
changes will advance our mission even further, allowing RMHCSC to continue our 
support and care for families facing medical crisis well into the future, helping us Keep 
Families Close.   
When I said, “we couldn’t have done it on our own”, I truly meant it.  Please know 
we are so very grateful for your ongoing belief and your continued commitment to 
RMHCSC and the families we serve.  YOU all help make this important work possible!   

Thank you!
Beth Alessio

Darrell Fleck 

Katie Schaffer 

James Cromer 

Marge Colgan 

Brian Stewart 

Ronald McDonald 
House Charities 
of Southern 
Colorado "lifts
children and
families in need
to a better
tomorrow."

Letter from Beth Alessio, Executive Director
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Volunteering:  If you are interested in volunteering for the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado, please contact Nicole Noll 
719.471.1814 or Nicole@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org

Donors:  We appreciate all your efforts in volunteer time and/or financial giving.  
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Living in the "green" state, we're conscientious about the environment.
If you're interested in receiving HeartStrings via email,

helping RMHCSC save on printing and postage costs, please
send your email to sam@rmhcsoutherscolorado.org. Thanks!

WANT TO BE FRIENDS?
Receive updates and news at Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Southern Colorado's facebook page!
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We need to do the surgery RIGHT NOW.”  He paused, and 
then said, “People die from this.” After brief “I love you’s”, 
Emma was wheeled in.

Replaying the doctor’s words, Brian found both assurance 
and was terrified.  “I know exactly what we need to do and 
there’s no time to waste...”

The first hour of Emma’s surgery was quiet.  Brian and 
Carol were alone.  Praying together, they hoped for the best 
outcome. Soon, their son, Cory, arrived. “Cory’s presence 
ushered in such a spirit of peace and calm.” Brian said, “He 
hugged me with a hug I’ll never forget.” 

Two hours in, the OR nurse called, saying, “Dr. McVicker 
is done. Emma’s doing great. Now, the doctor has to put 
everything back where it belongs – which can take a while” 
Relieved, Brian responded, “Please give the doctor our 
thanks.  And, tell him to take his time.”

After four long hours, Dr. McVicker came out. “Everything 
was just as I thought,” he said. “Emma needed surgery 
immediately and it went well.” After more conversations, he 
ended with, “I think she’ll make a full recovery. Are there 
any questions?”

Completely relieved and a bit stunned, everyone looked at 
one another as Amy, a friend of Emma’s, slowly raised her 
hand. With some hesitation, she asked, “will she ..will Emma 
remember me?” Everyone held their breath, as they had been 
wondering the same. The doctor responded, “That’s a good 
question – and, yes. I think she will.”

Emma’s oldest brother, Kyle, and his wife, Jessica arrived 
from Crested Butte in time to be by Emma’s side when she 
started to come to. Emma recalled feeling so happy to be 
there.  “I was SO HAPPY to be alive!’

 Carol said, “Staying at 
your House was such 
a help. Once I knew 
Emma was going to be 
OK, I was finally able 
to exhale and fall apart. 
My process shifted from 
the worst case scenario 
to ‘OK. What does this 
look like now, moving 
forward’?” 

Monday morning’s post-
surgery CT brain scan 
looked good. Soon, 
Emma’s medical team 
had her up and moving 

with the aid of a walker.

Taking turns between the Ronald McDonald House and 
the hospital ensured 
that either Brian or 
Carol could be with 
Emma at all times, 
which seemed to help 
everyone feel better.  

Brian said, “Years ago, 
my friend’s daughter’s 
heart problems had his 
family staying at a Ronald McDonald House. I was so struck 
by their positive experience that I began to support 
RMHC. Now, here it is, 30 years later, and it’s me who needs 
this House.”  He added, “When I was exhausted and needed 
a minute to rest, your House was like a home to me.  Just 
steps away from Emma, we were well cared for, as the House 
had everything we needed -- fully stocked kitchens, beautiful 
bedrooms, and,” he excitedly said, “There was even a dog!”

Carol agrees. “We were beyond grateful to be so close...Your 
care for our family was such a gift!” She added, “It was the 
little things... to be able to sleep for a couple of hours, take 
a shower, open the refrigerator, knowing the food in it was 
for us - and, provided by complete strangers... it was a such 
a blessing.” Son, Cory chimed in, recalling aloud, “I know 
why this House seemed so familiar!  I volunteered here when 
I was in high school!”

By Thursday, Emma’s drain was out and she was released.  
“Emma’s recovery from her craniotomy and TBI is 
incredible.” Her doctor said, adding that they had seen far 
more damage with far less trauma. 

As Brian held Emma close, he said, “Our family now has a 
new story. Your Ronald McDonald House will always be a part 
of our story. Forever.”

At a recent follow up appointment, Emma asked, “Will 
I still be able to do the things I used to do?” Dr. Pierce’s 
orders were specific: “no” to headers in soccer, and hurdles in 
track for the remainder of this year, while giving Emma full 
clearance to dance, play basketball and run cross country.

When Emma expressed some disappointment that she 
couldn’t do hurdles, we understood. And, in our assessment, 
she already has. PRESS ON, Emma!

photo by Chris Gosnell
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We’re looking forward to celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Cameron Memorial Golf 
Tournament on June 12, 2017. After several years away, this year we’re delighted to be back 
at the beautiful East course at The Broadmoor Golf Club! Registration will be at 6am, with 
a Continental breakfast and shotgun start at 7:30am. A luncheon and awards ceremony will 
follow in the Clubhouse. This is our largest fundraiser of the year, with 100% of the proceeds 
staying local, benefiting the cornerstone programs of Ronald McDonald House of Southern 
Colorado. 
Pre-Tourney festivities will take place on Sunday, June 11th at the ProRodeo Hall of Fame. 
There will be live entertainment and plenty of delicious food and drink for all to enjoy 
while bidding in our live and silent auctions. Ronald McDonald will even be joining us 
to entertain both young and old! This two-day event is made possible with the support of 
our faithful sponsors, Children’s Hospital Colorado and McDonald’s Southern Colorado 
Owner Operators. We are honored by our long-standing relationships with these incredible 
community partners!

For more information, contact Beth at
Beth@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org or 719.375.3871. 

25th Annual Cameron Memorial Golf Tournament & Pre-Tourney

2017 Appreciation Dinner

Photo by Chris Gosnell
Pictured: Troy and Brian Vigil,
Micah Pauldino and Nick Nosewicz

McDonald's Southern
Colorado Co-Op

In 2016, volunteers gave 13,496 hours to Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Southern Colorado! We are honored and humbled by the unfailing commitment of 
ALL our volunteers. We were overjoyed with the opportunity to give each of them the 
recognition and praise they deserve. Our banquet was held Monday, April 24th, at a 
new venue for us – the beautiful Pinery at the Hill! Our guests had fun in the photo 
booth while taking in the incredible city skyline views from the Cascade Ballroom.
We are so privileged and fortunate to have 35 President’s Volunteer Service Award 

winners! Created in 2003 this program is  a way to thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment 
and example, inspire others to engage in volunteer service. The recipients of this award fully demonstrate this kind of 
commitment to RMHCSC, as well as our community. Thank you for your devotion to service and for all you do to lift 
children and families in need to a better tomorrow!

Silver Award 
Winners

(250-499 hours in 2016)

Carolyn Ball

Linda Jones

Eydie Mellin

Bronze Award 
Winners

(100-249 hours in 2016)

Maggie Adams-Holway
Diane Bianchi-Bell

Kris Burich
Linda Burnett

Donna Cannoles
Mallory Cochran

Kaki Crystal
Patricia Dennison

Trice Dipner
George Gillaspie

Jared Harp
Wendell James

Bronze Award 
Winners (Cont)

(100-249 hours in 2016) 

Marlene Kelley
Julia Lauzon

Mary Ann Maecker
Marsha Magnone

Deborah Montemayor
Annie Mullin

Jim Oberhofer
Winfield Pate

Tami Pua
Marlene Scanlon

George Schimmack
Jean Schimmack

Rex Schultz
Margaret Scott
Sandy Sharketti
Bert Stephenson

Joyce Stephenson
Valerie Thorington

Raquel Voeks
Sherri Wells

Other milestones:

0-4 YEARS
Brandi Anderson
Gabriella Ansley
Octavia Ansley

Carolyn Ball
Andrea Bean
Dona Beiler

Joan Biermann
Krista Biondi
Steven Bogus
Maria Bueno
Kris Burich

Linda Burnett
Donna Cannoles
Candice Cantwell
Mallory Cochran

Ann Darling
Helice Daulton

Patricia Dennison
Terese Dills

Laura Dorbin
Trudy Ellis
Liz Farley

Deja’nique Frierson
Maria Galicia-Cano

George Gillaspie

Graci Green
Traci Green

Elizabeth Greene
Carley Grimes

Jared Harp
Camry Harris
Kathy Harris
Jeri Hatesohl

Casey Herringshaw
Kim Herzog

Mahalia Hoffman
Haning Hughes
Justin Hughes
Michelle Hylton

Jessica Johnson
Linda Jones

Laurie Kearns
Jessica King

Jackie Kozdras
Michaele Kraft-Lott

Julia Lauzon
Anjelite Lovato
Joy Maddox

Mary Ann Maecker
Marsha Magnone
Bjorn Magnusson

Larry McCants
Dana McKeeman

Rhonda Mellema
Kathy Mikkelsen
Wanda Moore
Annie Mullin

Jim Oberhofer
Daryl Osborn
Winfield Pate

Sarah Pottenger
Roni Reynolds
Ashlyn Richie

Christian Ridings
Evelin Roncketti
Gary Roncketti
Regina Salters

Nancy Schwanz
Margaret Scott

Bert Stephenson
Joyce Stephenson

Lisa Taylor
Valerie Thorington
Angelica Tinajero

Reese Ward
Sherri Wells

Charles Wood
Sesch Wren

Lauren Zawacki
Sarah Zwieg

5-9 YEARS
Maggie Adams-Holway 6

Diane Bianchi-Bell 6
Lisa Bomberg 5
Joy Bostian 8

Lorrie Coffman 7
Stacy DeYoung 8
Trina DeYoung 8
Trice Dipner 6

Heather Gannaway 5
Pat Hardin 6

Wendell James 7
Kyungmee Kim 6

Anna Lopez 7
India Lovaas 7

Kimberly Maniei 6
Anne Marsh 7
Eydie Mellin 7

Deborah Montemayor 7
Anita Pitchford 8

Tami Pua 6
Kay Richardson 8

Jane Ridings 7
Konnie Sandras 6
Marlene Scanlon 5

George Schimmack 8
Jean Schimmack 8

Rex Schultz 7

Sandy Sharketti 5
Bobbie Simmons 5

Jerry Tolve 9
Elizabeth Urata 5
Raquel Voeks 5
Jan Whitney 5
Sandy Wiebe 7
Jill Woodford 8

10-14 YEARS
Kaki Crystal 11

Marlene Kelley 11
Maria Pipal 15

15-19 YEARS
Joan Godbey 19

Judee Guilmette 18
Dick Mammenga 18

20-24 YEARS
Debbie Lacey 23

25+ YEARS
Marge Colgan 29
Duane Klug 26



Golf Tournament & Pre-Tourney

The 25th Annual Cameron 

Memorial Golf Tournament 

is Monday, June 12th at The 

Broadmoor Golf Club, with the 

Pre-Tourney taking place the 

night before. You’re invited to join us on Sunday, June 11th at 

the ProRodeo Hall of Fame for delectable food and spirited 

bidding at our live and silent auctions!

Questions?

Contact Beth@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org or 719.375.3871

Bowling Tournament

We hope you can join us this summer when we host another lively 

bowling tournament for all ages. It’s a great way to raise money 

while enjoying the comradery of your 

friends and co-workers! Please join us 

at a place where scores don’t matter and 

fun is the only outcome! More details to 

come – we’ll post announcements on 

our Facebook page, our website, and 

the Volunteer Newsletter.

You know how it’s 
ALWAYS more fun to 
do things with your 
bestie by your side?
Consider becoming 
a DYNAMIC DUO!

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern 
Colorado LOVES our Dynamic Duo volunteer 
teams! While spending time together, these super 
heroes help ease the burdens our families face.
George and Jean, lifelong partners, volunteer in 
the Family Room, "Serving together brings us 
great joy, knowing how important it is to have a 
safe space available for families in crisis.” George 
said.
Longtime friends Lisa and Laurie, who volunteer 
at the House said  "Working together at the Ronald 
McDonald House makes us so happy.  Serving 
families during a time of tough circumstance 
brings us happiness and a sense of purpose. Our 
friendship is even stronger now."     
Want to volunteer as a dynamic duo team?
Contact Nicole Noll, Volunteer Manager 
at Nicole@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org                    
or at 719.471.1814.

We appreciate your ongoing financial support of Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado! Every 
donation, regardless of size, adds up and assists RMHCSC 
as we serve those in need. Maintaining your trust is of 
utmost importance to us. You may view our Annual Report at  
www.rmhcsoutherncolorado.org/. We know your choices of 
where to give are many – thanks for continuing to partner with us.  

Combined Federal Campaign
If you or someone you know is a federal employee, please 
consider designating Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Southern Colorado as your charity of choice in the Combined 
Federal Campaign.  Our CFC number is 90242.

Do you know of a group, business, corporation, organization or service club who would like 
to learn more about Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado?  Our Speaker’s 
Bureau would love the opportunity to share our mission, cornerstone programs and families 
stories with them! 
Call Sam at 719.375.3871 or E-mail:  sam@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org

How can you help?

Volunteer

Partner with us

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado  Spring/Summer 2017 ♥ 5 
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Koscove Metal
Locally owned and operated since 1917, Koscove 
Metal is RMHCSC’s recycling partner. They buy our 
aluminum pop tabs at market rate and even make an 
additional charitable contribution! They will gladly 
accept your metal recycling and, at your direction, donate the proceeds 
to us! Contact them at 719.636.3559 or visit them at http://www.
koscovemetal.com/

Mountain Maids of Colorado
This fabulous business donates their services to 
RMHCSC once a week. They clean the common areas 
of the House, including all bathrooms. The crews are 
efficient, thorough, and a pleasure to work with.
For your cleaning needs, contact them at (866) MAID-411 or visit them at 
http://www.mountainmaids.com/.

Mr. Rooter
Mr. Rooter Plumbing provides residential and 
commercial services to Colorado Springs, Cascade, Black 
Forest, Manitou Springs, Fountain, and surrounding 
areas. They generously donate all or part of their services 
to RMHCSC. For your plumbing, drain cleaning, or 
sewer repair needs, call 719.602.2280 or visit them at www.mrrooter.com/.

Timberline Landscaping
RMHCSC is fortunate that this award-winning 
company donates lawn maintenance and snow/
ice removal for us year-round. Contact them at 
719.638.1000 or visit them at https://timberlinelandscaping.com/

Handyman Connection
RMHCSC depends on our local 
Handyman Connection for repairs, 
updates and remodels. They hold over 20 years of experienced craftsmanship 
and a satisfaction guarantee that will give you peace of mind. For your 
installation, repair, or maintenance needs, call them at 1.800.88.HANDY

Many thanks to these ongoing supporters for donating their services:

Carpet Care Craftsman
quarterly carpet cleaning

Double G Carpet
Care Specialist
quarterly carpet cleaning

Safeway 
weekly milk
& juice donation

The Gazette 
daily newspaper delivery

Trader Joe’s
twice weekly fresh

flower donation

Waste Management 
weekly trash collection

& recycle pick-up

WISH LIST

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado

311 North Logan Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80909

719-471-1814 • www.rmhcsoutherncolorado.org

FOR THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE AND 
THE RONALD MCDONALD FAMILY ROOMS

Target Registry
Help us restock our kitchens in the House & Family Rooms.

It’s easy - simply follow this link to the Target website
https://www-secure.target.com/gift-

registry/giftgiver?registryId=wlOoZyqTd9JIDznaetkn2Q#1
or go to Target.com, click on Registries, enter Ronald

House for the name.  Thank you for your help!

Your generous support will assist the programs of:
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado

311 North Logan Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO  80909 (719) 471-1814

WISH LIST

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado

311 North Logan Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80909

719-471-1814 • www.rmhcsoutherncolorado.org

FOR THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE AND 
THE RONALD MCDONALD FAMILY ROOMS

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
**WISH LIST** 

 

 
FOOD 

Chips – Single Serve Cookie Mixes Bagels 
Cookies – Single Serve Cup-a-Soup Fruit Cups 
Mac & Cheese – Singles Crackers – Single Serve Applesauce – Singles 
Trail Mix – Single Serve Pudding Cups Fruit Snacks 
Granola Bars Beefaroni, Spaghetti-O’s Cake Mixes 
Pop Tarts Cereal – Single Serve Pretzels – Single Serve 

   
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

Pledge Dusting Cloths Tall Kitchen Trash Bags Clorox Wipes 
Powdered Laundry Detergent Dishwasher Tablets Hand Sanitizer 
Color Safe Bleach Paper Towels Swiffer Products 
Dryer Sheets Small Trash Bags Furniture Polish 
Air Fresheners-NOT Electric Food Handling Gloves Lysol Spray 

   
GIFT CARDS 

Safeway Costco Lowe’s 
King Soopers Sam’s Club Home Depot  
Albertson’s Target  Kohl’s 
Michael’s Walmart Restaurants 

   
LINENS 

NEW – QUEEN Flat & Fitted WHITE Sheets ALLEREASE Zippered Mattress Covers 
NEW – TWIN Flat & Fitted GRAY Sheets ALLEREASE Zippered Pillow Covers 
NEW – STANDARD Pillows NEW – Plain hand towels 

 NEW – Plain face towels 
 OFFICE  

DRY Erase Markers – ALL COLORS                  Postage Stamps: First Class (Forever) 
8 ½ x 11 20# Copy Paper                                    Postage Stamps: Postcard 

 
FAMILY LODGING 

One Night Lodging (our cost) for a family at Ronald McDonald House - $50.00 
One Week Lodging (our cost) for a family at Ronald McDonald House - $350.00 

**The highlighted items are items we need the most; however, we are always in need 
of all food items.  

Your generous support will assist the programs of: 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado 

311 North Logan AvenueColorado Springs, CO  80909 (719) 471-1814 
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Generous Community
Supporters



Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado  Spring/Summer 2017 ♥ 7 
www.rmhcsoutherncolorado.org

Colorado Gives Day

Created by the 

Community First 

Foundation, this 

online giving 

program provides 

up-to-date, carefully verified financial information for 

more than 1,000 Colorado charities and encourages 

year-round giving to local nonprofits. Last year, on 

December 6th, we were able to raise $3,333! We 

appreciate everyone who participated and submitted 

online donations on behalf of RMHCSC!

Ron-a-Thon

Our 4th Annual Ron-a-Thon held November 10, 2016 at 95.1 NASH FM was our most successful yet! Our 

community tuned in and together we raised $41,110 to support seriously ill children and families served by 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado. Many thanks to all who called in pledges – especially 

NASH DJ’s, Cutter and Alisha who encouraged donations for over 13 hours! We’re grateful to these generous 

sponsors for making this fundraiser possible! Penrose-St. Francis Health Services, Children’s Hospital Colorado, 

ANB Bank, and AIM Home Health.

Gingerbread Village

In 2016, we marked our 7th annual Gingerbread Village at Chapel Hills Mall. Chef, 

Michael Paradiso, and his Pikes Peak Community College Culinary Arts students surpass 

our expectations each year with their imaginative (and completely edible) creations. 

We auctioned off last year’s structures to the highest bidders and were able to raise an 

incredible $1,060! Thanks to everyone who bid on and volunteered to staff our Village. 

See you next November!

Dillard’s Cookbook

Since 1994, Dillard’s has 

donated more than $11 

million to local RMHC 

chapters through the sale of 

Southern Living Cookbooks. 

100% of the proceeds from 

every cookbook sold benefit 

local Ronald McDonald Houses. For the 2016 holiday 

season, RMHCSC received over $4,700 from the sale 

of these wonderful gems! Many thanks to Dillard’s and 

all of you who purchase cookbooks each year!
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Christmas Party at the Ronald McDonald House

Taking time out of their busy schedules, Santa and Mrs. Claus stopped by on 

December 7th to be part of our annual Christmas Party! Joining the families  

staying at our House were moms and children from Women Partnering, a 

local charity sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis. Thanks to a mountain 

of gifts provided by our friends at Robert Half and food provided by David 

Harvey with Marco’s Pizza, merriment and squeals of delight abounded! Santa 

and Mrs. Claus spent individual time with each child, making each one feel 

valued and extra special. It was truly a magical evening! 

Christmas Store for Our Families

We are humbled every year by the generosity of our local community! We were pleased to again host a Christmas Store 

for our families of critically ill children. Offered were new books, games, pajamas, dolls, trucks, and even great gifts 

for Mom and Dad! No money changed hands; we simply gave exhausted 

and overwhelmed families a place to do some holiday “shopping” in a quiet, 

unhurried setting – our Administrative offices on Boulder Street. Even 

brothers and sisters were able to shop for and wrap family gifts! Thanks to 

our generous community and our friends with Koscove Metal and Operation 

PJ, there were lots of gifts and pajamas for everyone! With grateful hearts, we 

thank you for helping to make Christmas a little brighter for our families.

Meals that Mend

Do you want to be a part of a program that provides dinners to families with seriously ill children seven nights a 
week, 365 days a year? Meals that Mend could use your help! Together, families, 
co-workers and friends provide comforting, home-cooked meals for families staying 
at the Ronald McDonald House.  As a Meals that Mend volunteer, you will be able 
to help our families during a difficult, stressful time. Volunteers plan the menu, 
purchase the food, cook and serve the meal, and clean the kitchen afterwards. Meals 
that Mend offers volunteers the opportunity to interact with families staying with 
us. Being able to provide a hot meal each night is one of the most important ways 
you can help those we serve feel they are truly staying at their “home-away-from-
home”.

Interested in helping? You can sign up to volunteer for a meal by calling Laura at 
719-471-1814 or emailing her at Laura@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org/.
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Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Southern Colorado's Cornerstone Programs 

Ronald McDonald House
The doors opened to "The House That Love Built" at 311 North Logan Avenue
in Colorado Springs, Colorado on February 14th, 1987. Since that time, our 
Ronald McDonald House has served over 10,000 families with critically ill
children who are recieving the best possible medical care at area hospitals. 
Primarily, families come from Southern Colorado, Northern New Mexico and 
Western Kansas. Staying at our House allows families to be just steps away 
from their seriously ill child. When children are seriously ill, they want to 
have their families with them.  Family centered care ensures that we keep 
families close. In addition, parents are able to stay connected to their child's 
medical team, understanding and keeping up with complicated protocols and 
treatment plans.

In 2016, 245 families stayed at our Ronald McDonald House while their 
critically ill children were hospitalized.

Ronald McDonald Family Room
When a child is critically or seriously ill, family and friends don't want to 
leave their bedside. Often, too much can change, and quickly. The Ronald 
McDonald Family Rooms located in UC Health Memorial Hospital Central, St. 
Francis Medical Center and inside Children’s Hospital Colorado Outpatient 
Specialty Care Clinic offer the needed amenities, allowing families and friends 
to be within steps of their hospitalized child. Open 365 days a year, the Family 
Rooms are staffed 100% by volunteers. Volunteers greet our guests into a 
warm, relaxing, home-like environment where they can relax and recharge. 
Amenities include comfortable seating areas, food and beverages, laptops 
with internet access, a kitchen, play room, resource library, private lockers
and showering and laundry facilities.

In 2016, 1,311 families were served by the Ronald McDonald Family Rooms.
An additional 56 families stayed in the sleeping rooms and in the Family Room 
at St. Francis Medical Center.

Ronald McDonald Care Mobile
Our Ronald McDonald Care Mobile is the World's first "green" Care Mobile. 
A collaborative partnership between Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Southern Colorado and Peak Vista Community Health Centers, the mission of 
the Care Mobile is "to provide exceptional health care to children and their 
families by reducing community-wide geographic access barriers." Our 40' 
Care Mobile travels to eight counties along the Front Range, providing both 
preventative and restorative medical and dental care to children 0-21 who are 
uninsured, underinsured and underserved.

In 2016, the Care Mobile provided medical and dental care 687 times
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Welcome Bags – “Adopt a Bag” 

Every family who checks in to our Ronald McDonald House receives a Welcome Bag. This bag includes items that help 
families going through a very difficult time. The beautiful and sturdy bags are provided by Thirty One. The community can 
“Adopt a Bag” by donating the items listed below (please purchase gender-neutral items).
   • Small Throw Blanket
   • Travel Drink Mug/Tumbler 
   • Lip balm
   • Hand Sanitizer
   • Travel Toothbrush + Travel Toothpaste
   • Sudoku or Crossword Book
   • Adult Coloring Book + Colored Pencils 
   • Deck of Cards 
If you are interested in “Adopt A Bag”, contact Laura for the most current needs at
laura@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org or 719.471.1814.

Donate Your Vehicle

Help us help kids! It’s child’s play to help families of critically ill children during challenging times. Simply submit your 
contact information by completing our online form (www.rmhcsoutherncolorado.org) 
or by calling 855.227.7435.
At no cost to you, we’ll pick up the vehicle and tow it to the nearest auction location. 
The proceeds stay in our community and you may qualify for a hefty tax deduction. 
Thank you for your support! www.onecarhelpsrmhc.org

Planned Giving

Marianne Woodford is a strong, independent and passionate woman.  There are MANY things 
that bring her life – spending time with her two boys, her family and her friends, appreciating the 
beauty of Colorado, sharing fantastic food, conversation and laughter, and Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Southern Colorado.

Ensuring her passions are reflected in the choices she makes, Marianne proactively decided to 
leave a legacy gift to Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado.  Marianne said, 
“In the course of our lives, it’s important to take many inventories.  For me, it was important to 
make decisions that reflected my heart and my desires while I was able to make them.”  

Now 20 and 23 years of age, Marianne’s boys are thriving – which is such a blessing as these 
young men were each born too soon, facing complications. 

In relationship with the Pikes Peak Community Foundation (PPCF), RMHCSC’s agency fund receives designated gifts from 
individual donors. In 1996, the PPCF evolved from the Colorado Springs Trust, founded in 1928.  Providing personalized 
service, the Foundation helps donors achieve their charitable and financial goals in addition to helping create personal legacies.  
For more information, please email sam@rmhcsoutherncolorado.org/.
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Pat & Larry Stacy
honor of Acasia Creek

Bonnie Appell
honor of all NICU babies

Janice Johnson
honor of Alpha Delta Pi 

Colorado Springs Alumnae

Amber Cooney
honor of Andy Dewan

Moni Orsillo
honor of Andy Dewan

Amber Cooney
honor of Andy Dewan

Daniel King
honor of Ann Marie King

Frank Carter
honor of Ben & Sue Barnes

Patricia & Robert Mulnix
honor of

Brian & Barry Mulnix

Fred Bland
honor of Brooke Lee

Ft Collins Buckaroos
honor of

Brynlee & Braxton Self

Claire Shogrin
honor of Carolyn Shogrin

Kay Richardson
honor of Cole James Nelson

Kathy & Paul Brada
honor of Connor Brada

Orion & Barbara Ginn
honor of

Crystle Brook Feldner

Doris Ollestad
honor of Deborah Dowis

Lisa Colen
honor of

Ed & LouAnn DeValois

Kathleen Goldie
honor of Eric Wasserman

Robert Fay
honor of

Finnegan Owen Burnett

Butch & Beth Morrell
honor of Gracie june Morrell

Sally Anderson
honor of Gray & Lily Pinto

Dirk & Leah Bosley
honor of Hank Bosley

John & Diana Mauch
honor of Isabella Boyd

John Leutz
honor of Jack Leutz

Monte Roder
honor of Jax Averell

Teresa Brown
honor of Katherine Greene

Reed Schotanus
honor of Luke

Stan & Lora Kline
honor of Mallory

Jonathan Patten
honor of Marjorie Ague

Jon & Colene Cordero
honor of Maya Cordero

Thomas & Sallie Tait
honor of Michael Tait

Teresa & John Manfredo
honor of Michaela Manfredo

Sid & Pat Mabie
honor of Molly Mabie

Dan & Ruth Odell
honor of Naomi Anderson

Terry & Judith McIntire
honor of

Norah McIntire & Dev Watson

Karen Wright
honor of

Patricia & Norman Cole

Bill & Sandie Roth
honor of Trey Brown

Tom & Sue Murphy
honor of Tyler Murphy

Carol Martin
honor of Wyatt J. Beisner

Velda Spicer
memory of Andrew Spicer

Tracy Caldas
memory of Andy Dewan

Betty Rodosevich
memory of

Bob & Mike Keeney

Charlotte Keeney
memory of

Bob & Mike Keeney

Barbara Groy
memory of

Bob & Phyllis McGowan

Patty Borish
memory of Brandon Borish

Michelle & Jim Jordan
memory of

Breckin Arbuthnot

Sharon Boillot
memory of Brett Boillot

Marion Werner
memory of

Carlye Blake Yocam

Paula Crawford
memory of

Charles Crawford

Mary Anne & Bob Brazil
memory of Courtney Brazil

Reuben Burr
memory of Dallas Peter

Robert & Marilyn Hopkins
memory of

Donna McMichael

Rose Griffee
memory of

Dr. Joseph S. Pollard

Paula Stricca
memory of

Duilio A Stricca, DDS

Barbara Maroney
memory of Eileen Maroney

Tom & Mary Salazar
memory of Emma Salazar

Sally Little
memory of family

& friends we have lost

Jeanette Ciccone
memory of James Ciccone

Thomas Shuey
memory of Jared Shuey

Paula Lujan
memory of Jeannie A. Lujan

Richard & Caroline Lee
memory of Jonah Paschall

Paul & Norma O'Donnell
memory of Jonah Paschall

Steven & Jane Gabriel
memory of Jonathan Gabriel

Jim Mayes
memory of Justin Mayes

Philip Woodward
memory of Kathy Woodward

Doug & MaryLou Sieben
memory of Kathy Woodward

Robert & Dorothy White
memory of Kelti Brinkman

Don & Sharon Dodson
memory of Kelti Brinkman

& Lindsay Mar

Phyllis Baker
memory of Kent Baker

Alan Jacobsen
memory of

Kenzie Claire Jacobsen

Betty Rodosevich
memory of Kim Temple

Marie Carter
memory of Laura

Pam & Steve Marsh
memory of

Linda Matthiesen

Carla Weber
memory of Nate

Jim & Sharon Everett
memory of Pam Cassell

& Doug Dill

Mary & Davis Tilney
memory of Pammie Post

Cheryl Bowen
memory of

Ray & David Bowen

Bernice Ham
memory of

Robert "Bob" Ham

Cheryl Northrup
memory of Sam Midkiff

Leighanne Potts
memory of

Sterling Michael Davis

Lyn & Allan Smith
memory of

Sterling Michael Davis

Ed & LouAnn DeValois
memory of Tamara Reignier

Charolette Desilet
memory of Tatum Cook, 

Roland Cook, Cecil Fern Cook

Dave & Sharyl Remme
memory of Terry Roemeling

Polly Wells
memory of Tim Wells

Here are just a precious few of those children who thank you for 
your continued support.

Out of respect for the privacy of our donors, we’ve chosen to not print 
names or amounts given. Please know we so appreciate every gift!

Since 1987, we have fulfilled our mission of "lifting 
children and families in need to a better tomorrow." 
Over 10,000 critically ill children and their families 
have stayed at our Ronald McDonald House, with 

thousands of children and their families being served 
annually by our cornerstone programs. ♥

Always in our Hearts

Matthew Hunter Blanchard
1.14.13 - 3.8.17



Our Mission:

IN SUPPORT OF OUR MISSION, RMHCSC PROVIDES:

The Ronald McDonald House - a “home-away-from-home” for families of 
seriously ill children receiving medical treatment nearby. 

The Ronald McDonald Family Rooms - retreats inside Children’s 
Hospital Colorado at Memorial Hospital, Children’s Hospital Colorado 
Outpatient Specialty Care and St. Francis Medical Center where 
families receive respite and regain their energy while remaining near 
their hospitalized child. 

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile - a mobile medical and dental clinic 
serving children and families in the Pikes Peak Region, in partnership 
with Peak Vista Community Health Centers. 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Southern Colorado (RMHC) 
lifts children and families in need 

to a better tomorrow.
lifts children and families in need 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of 

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage
PAID

Col. Springs, Co
Permit #816

Ronald McDonald House 
of Southern Colorado
311 North Logan Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80909

Ronald 
McDonald 

House 
Charities 
of Southern 

Colorado

311 North Logan Avenue
Colorado Srings, CO 80909


